
CABINET 
 

THURSDAY, 8 FEBRUARY 2007 
 

DECISIONS 
 

Set out below is a summary of the decisions taken at the meeting of the Cabinet held on 
Thursday, 8 February 2007.  The wording used does not necessarily reflect the actual 
wording that will appear in the minutes. 
 
If you have any queries about any matters referred to in this decision sheet please contact 
Maggie Jennings. 
 

PROCEDURAL ITEMS 
RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL AND DECISION MADE BY CABINET 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL 
1. CAPITAL AND REVENUE ESTIMATES, COUNCIL TAX AND PRUDENTIAL 

INDICATORS 2007/08 
 Cabinet RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL that: 

(a) the capital programme up to the year ending 31 March 2010 be approved as 
submitted, which includes the sum of £33.285 million to be spent on affordable 
housing for the years from 2007/08 to 2009/10; 

(b) the increase in staffing costs due to an approved saving no longer being 
achieved be reviewed in September 2007; 

(c) the revised revenue estimates for the year 2006/07 and the revenue estimates 
for 2007/08 be approved as submitted, incorporating the decision made at (b); 

(d) the District Council demand for general expenses for 2007/08 be £5.798 million; 
(e) that Council set the amount of Council Tax for each of the relevant categories of 

dwelling in accordance with Section 30(2) of the Local Government Finance Act 
1992 on the basis of a District Council Tax for general expenses on a Band D 
property of £102.26 plus the relevant amounts required by the precepts of Parish 
Councils, Cambridgeshire County Council and the Cambridgeshire Police and 
Fire Authorities, details of those precepts and their effect to be circulated with the 
formal resolution required at the Council meeting; and 

(f) the prudential indicators in Part 3 of the report be approved. 
 
Cabinet AGREED: 
(g) to approve the list of precautionary items at Appendix D to the report to be used 

under delegated powers already given to the Resources, Staffing, Information & 
Customer Services Portfolio Holder and the Chief Executive; and 

(h) that the option at Appendix C1 to the report, allowing for additional expenditure / 
less savings than planned, met by a higher council tax, not be incorporated into 
the Medium Term Financial Strategy. 

  
2. HOSTEL CHARGES, HOUSING RENTS AND SERVICE CHARGES 
 Cabinet RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL that: 

(a) from the first week in April 2007, rents be increased by an average of 5%, based 
on an inflationary increase of 4.1%, plus or minus a maximum of £0.65 towards 
the phasing in of rent restructuring; 

(b) permission be granted to Hereward Housing to increase hostel rents by £11.06 
per week, in addition to 4.1% for inflation, from April 2007; and 

(c) charges for services and facilities be increased as outlined in the following table: 
 

 
Service or Facility 

Current 
Charge 

Proposed 
Charge 

Increase 



 p.w. p.w. 

 £ £ % £ 

Sheltered Housing Charges     

Tenants     

- support element     

- those in residence prior to 
01/04/03 

11.04 12.37 12.0 1.33 

- other tenants 14.13 14.48 2.5 0.35 

- communal facilities    6.04   6.29 4.1 0.25 

Equity Shareholders     

- schemes with communal facilities     

- those in residence prior to 
01/04/03 

20.58 22.16 7.7 1.58 

- other shareholders 23.67 24.27 2.5 0.60 

- schemes without communal 
facilities 

    

- those in residence prior to 
01/04/03 

14.54 15.87 9.3 1.33 

- other shareholders 17.63 17.98 2.0 0.35 

Alarm System Service Charges*     

Individual Alarms  3.28 3.36 2.5 0.08 

- Those not in receipt of benefit     

- where the Council supplies the 
alarm 

3.61 3.70 2.5 0.09 

- where the user supplies the 
alarm 

2.92 2.99 2.5 0.07 

     

- Those in receipt of benefit     

- where the Council supplies the 
alarm 

2.30 2.70 17.4 0.40 

- where the user supplies the 
alarm 

1.63 2.00 22.7 0.37 

     

Group Alarms  3.28 3.36 2.5 0.08 

* plus VAT where appropriate     

Garage Rents     

Garages rented to a Council tenant 
or leaseholder 

6.11 6.36 4.1 0.25 

N.B. 
In excess of two garages will be 
subject to VAT 

    

Other Garages (subject to VAT) 8.43 8.78 4.1 0.35  
  
3. JOINT PLANNING SERVICES ARRANGEMENT 
 Cabinet, having due consideration for sections 19 (Discharge of functions of and by 

another local authority) and 20 (Joint exercise of functions) of the Local Government Act 
2000, RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL that: 
(a) the joint working arrangements set out in Appendices 1-3 of the report, including 

the creation of the Joint Strategic growth Implementation Committee, Northstowe 
Development Control Committee and Fringe Sites Development Control 
Committee, be approved subject to agreement of detailed operational 
arrangements and adequate financial resources being made available by the 
Minister; 

(b) subject to the relevant provisions being made, the following appointments to the 



joint committees be made,: 
(i) Joint Strategic Growth Implementation Committee – 3 Councillors, 

including the PDF 
(ii) Northstowe Development Control Committee – 6 Councillors, in 

accordance with the rules of political balance; and 
(iii) Fringe Sites Development Control Committee – 6 Councillors, in 

accordance with the rules of political balance; 
(c) subject to the relevant provisions being made, that the planning powers listed in 

Annex 1 to Appendix 1e of the report, be delegated to the joint development 
control committees, with the Constitution being amended accordingly, subject to 
a detailed scheme of delegation to Officers being prepared for subsequent 
approval by Council; and 

(d) the Chief Executive be authorised to make any further minor or consequential 
amendments to the scheme as may be from time to time required. 

  
4. LOCAL GOVERNMENT PENSION SCHEME DISCRETIONARY COMPENSATION 

REGULATIONS 2006 
 Cabinet RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL that the following revised discretionary 

compensation policy be adopted: 
 
(a) General Policy 

(i) The revised policy should seek to minimise any adverse impact on the 
terms and conditions of employment for Council employees. 

(ii) The Council should continue not to seek to use the LGPS augmentation 
provisions due to the costs and complexities this would entail. 

(iii) The revised policy should be applied consistently to all, regardless of 
age. 

(iv) The revised policy should be reviewed after six months of operation in 
order to manage any potential risks and issues arising. 

(b) Transitional protection 
(i) The Council should continue to use the discretions it currently applies 

under the 2000 regulations to award Compensatory Added Years (CAY) 
for any protected employees made redundant / subject to Premature 
Retirement in the Interest of the Efficient Exercise of the Authority’s 
Functions (PRIEEAF) before 1 April 2007 

(c) Redundancy policy 
(i) Redundancy should remain calculated on actual week’s pay, rather than 

statutory redundancy provisions. 
(ii) All local government service, even if broken, should continue to count for 

the purposes of redundancy payment calculations; however, no period of 
employment should count twice, i.e., where the employee concerned has 
previously received compensation, only the remaining, un-compensated, 
service should be counted; 

(iii) The revised redundancy policy for all employees should be to award an 
overall lump sum of 1 1/2 times the redundancy payment to employees 
with two or more years’ continuous employment within local government 
(or a public sector company recognised by Modification Order), 
regardless of their membership of the LGPS, with effect from 1 April 
2007.  (Note: The overall lump sum so awarded would include the 
statutory redundancy payment due.) 

(d) PRIEEAF policy 
(i) The revised PRIEEAF policy for the Council should be a flexible 

approach to award a lump sum of up to 104 weeks’ pay. 
  
DECISIONS MADE BY CABINET 



5. EAST OF ENGLAND PLAN - REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY (RSS) 
MODIFICATIONS 

 Cabinet AGREED the following responses to the proposed changes to the draft revision 
to the Regional Spatial Strategy for submission to the Secretary of State: 
 
The Proposed Changes to the Draft Revision of the Regional Spatial Strategy 
This is consistent with the challenging levels of development for which South 
Cambridgeshire and Cambridge City are already planning.  Further development on the 
edge of Cambridge cannot be accommodated without calling into question the 
fundamental purposes of the Cambridge Green Belt to protect the character and setting 
of the historic city or to prevent villages in the vicinity of Cambridge merging with the 
City or with one another. 
 
Green Belt 
The Council welcomes the fact that the Cambridge Green Belt will not be reviewed 
through this RSS but is concerned at the suggestion that it may be examined in the 
future as part of the RSS review. The potential for revising the boundaries of the green 
belt around Cambridge without undermining the purposes of the Cambridge Green Belt 
was comprehensively explored during the preparation of the Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough Structure Plan.  The evidence is that opportunities for further revisions to 
deliver regionally strategic levels of development post 2021 are unlikely to be found 
without harming the character and setting of Cambridge or resulting in coalescence with 
nearby villages.  . Whilst this does not form part of this review of the RSS the District 
Council advises caution on the assumption that growth can continue at the same rate 
post 2021 in or close to Cambridge.  
 
Compact City 
The Council objects to the deletion oft the term ‘compact’ from the description of 
Cambridge in Policy CSR3. 
 
Northstowe  
Reference to Northstowe as a settlement of initially 8-10,000 houses should be deleted 
and its size confirmed in the revised wording to Policy CSR1.   
 
In Policy CSR1 when Northstowe is mentioned the population size should be included 
as follows   ‘…at the new settlement of Northstowe, with a population size of up to 
10,000, linked to the guided busway….’ 
 
Affordable housing 
In Policy CSR1 there should be a new paragraph added after the second paragraph 
using the following wording….’ In recognition of the pressures for housing arising in the 
Cambridge Sub-region at least 40% of new housing needs to be affordable.  
Employment development will also be expected to contribute towards affordable 
housing. ’ 
 
Policy H3 should specifically recognise the problem of affordability in the Cambridge 
Sub-region and the following wording should be added to the end of the policy: ’…In 
some areas of the region such as the Cambridge Sub-region there will need to be set 
higher targets for affordable homes’.   
 
Employment 
The Council welcomes the flexibility for the job growth figure for Cambridgeshire County 
to be allocated between each of the five Districts provided that the level of job growth in 
Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire continues to be governed by the ‘selective 
management of growth’ policy to encourage the growth of high technology research and 



development companies that need a location close to the historic city of Cambridge. 
 
Stansted airport 
In the context that it is government policy to promote a second runway at Stansted and 
the Secretary of State is required to agree the RSS, it is understandable that the RSS is 
proposed to be modified to remove references to opposition to a second runway.  
However, equally the Council can continue its opposition to the proposal of Stansted to 
have a second runway and welcomes the recognition that the airport developers will be 
expected to contribute to any surface access improvements necessary as a result of the 
expansion of the airport.  
 
Cambridge Airport 
The Council welcomes the inclusion of this mention of Cambridge Airport. 
 
Housing 
The RSS should be revised to recognise the existing step change in growth that the 
Cambridge Sub-region has taken and the words ‘at least ‘ be removed from Policy H1 
for Districts planning for annual growth in excess of 1,000 dwellings.   
 
Travellers and Gypsies  
The Council welcomes the inclusion of Policy H4.   It is hoped that other districts 
progress the requirements of this policy and that the rapid progress of this Council is 
recognised by the Government and that this does not prove to be disadvantageous to 
this Council. 
 
Transport 
This policy is to be welcomed by the Council since many of the non-regional roads pass 
through villages in this District. 
 
The Council welcomes the recognition that the Cambridge area will be subject to a 
further study but there needs to be a reassurance that this will be linked to further 
commitment to investment in infrastructure in the Cambridge Sub-region if further 
growth. 
 
It is of great concern that schemes have been omitted from the tables in Appendix A that 
are seen by this Council as being important to supporting the growth agenda.   
 
The following schemes should be reinstated into Appendix A: 
(a) M11 dual 3 lane J9-14 – was previously listed as ‘part of an endorsed transport 

strategy – further appraisal needed’. 
(b) A428 dualling A1 to Caxton – was previously listed as ‘part of an endorsed 

transport strategy – further appraisal needed’.   
 
New inclusions  
The Council welcomes the inclusion of policies on water, carbon emissions and 
renewable energy but considers that improved sustainability at the dwelling level will 
need to be complemented with measures to promote the overall sustainability of the 
development as a whole.  There also needs to be reduction in air travel in the long-term. 
 
Early review 
The Council is already meeting a very challenging agenda of growth and considers that 
if further growth is to be imposed on the Cambridge Sub-region it must be at a level 
directly related to local job growth, environmental, social and infrastructure capacity all 
of which will be stretched by the current RSS in that part of the Sub-Region close to 
Cambridge.  Continued sustainable growth may only be possible if the remaining 



Districts in the Cambridge Sub-Region play a greater role in accommodating housing 
and employment growth after 2021. 

  
6. CABINET MEETING SCHEDULE 2007/08 
 Cabinet AGREED the following schedule of meetings for 2007/08: 

 
Thursday 10 May 2007 – 2 pm 
Thursday 14 June 2007 – 2 pm 
Monday 9 July 2007 – 2 pm 
Thursday 13 September 2007 – 2 pm 
Monday 8 October 2007 – 7 pm 
Thursday 8 November 2007 – 2 pm 
Thursday 13 December 2007 – 2 pm 
Thursday 10 January 2008 – 2 pm 
Monday 18 February 2008 – 7 pm 
Thursday 13 March 2008 – 2 pm 
Thursday 10 April 2008 – 2 pm 
Thursday 8 May 2008 – 2 pm  

  
STANDING ITEMS 
7. COTTENHAM: DUAL USE SPORTS FACILITIES 
 Cabinet AGREED to award a grant of £265,000 to Cottenham Village College Dual Use 

Sports Facility Project, representing 37% of the total cost of the project.  
  



 


